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SHARKSMART APP 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [12.26 pm]: The SharkSmart WA app has proved popular 
with beachgoers, surpassing 30 000 downloads in the last 12 months. The app is part of the state government’s 
comprehensive shark mitigation strategy and was launched in October last year. It works seamlessly alongside the 
SharkSmart website to deliver near real-time information on shark activity to beachgoers in Western Australia, 
including current alerts and warnings. It also provides information on Surf Life Saving WA patrolled beaches, weather 
forecasts and the locations of shark monitoring network receivers to help people plan their trip to the beach. 
The most used feature on the app continues to be the updates feature, which sorts the shark activity information 
according to a user’s favourites or other locations. The map page is also popular, allowing users to set their favourite 
locations and explore shark activity and beach safety information at coastal locations. The current top five favourite 
locations added by users are Cottesloe Beach, Mullaloo, Scarborough Beach, Leighton Beach and City Beach. The 
most viewed beach safety feature is the location of shark monitoring receivers, followed by patrolled beach locations. 
The app also has a quick-call link to enable beachgoers to report shark sightings or a whale carcass to water police 
as soon as possible. 
The reporting feature uses location services to provide information about a user’s coastal location and beach 
emergency number or BEN signs to improve accuracy of report information. The app provides a common language 
for coastal features, which helps avoid confusion arising from local or common names when phoning water police. 
The SharkSmart WA app can be downloaded for free from the App Store or Google Play. Users can get more 
information by visiting the www.sharksmart.com.au website. It is great to see so many Western Australians thinking 
about their beach safety and downloading the SharkSmart WA app, WA’s official source of shark activity information. 
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